Ski Trails
The monthly newsletter for Suburban Ski Club

April, 2016

Website: http://www.suburbanskiclub.org

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Suburban Ski Club Members,
While many of you preparing for warm
weather activities, our Suburban Ski Club
Executive Board and committee members are
hard at work planning another outstanding year
of skiing and social events for you. We’ll be
meeting again on April 16th to continue
making plans. [Please see below a listing of
our newly elected club officers and members
of the Executive Board. Feel free to contact
any of them with your ideas or questions.]
If you are interested in leading a ski trip or
becoming more involved with the club’s social
activities, please let us know. We love new
ideas and can always use the help!
We have many folks to thank for our successful year:
Thanks to Joe Sullivan for the countless things he does for this club. We simply wouldn’t be the
same without him. In addition to serving on our Executive Board, Joe planned our holiday party,
après ski gatherings, writes and publishes our newsletter and led our Eastern trip to Sunday
River, Maine and much more.
Thanks to Cliff Lewis for taking our Web site to a whole new level by adding online
reservations. Wow … what an amazing success. The time and effort that he put into this would
astound you. And if that weren’t enough, Cliff manages our database and publishes our
Directory each year.
Thanks to Ann McBrian for serving as our treasurer and keeping us in the black and in good
graces with the IRS. It is a huge, and sometimes thankless, task managing the club finances and
Ann does an extraordinarily good job. We are so fortunate to have her.
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Thanks to Judy Stowe for the time she served as our First Vice President and jumping in when
we needed help to manage our Social Committee. Judy also arranged interesting speakers for
our membership meetings and is always willing to pitch in when necessary.
Thanks to Pat Lewis for serving as Secretary and preparing meticulous minutes for all our
membership and Executive Board meetings. While the rest of us are relaxing, Pat been making
careful notes to keep our records straight and to provide a history of our meetings.
Thanks to Jack Ganz for working countless hours planning our wonderful trips. And while he
has officially retired from the chair of the Trips and Tours Committee, he is behind the scenes
helping to keep our ski program vibrant and growing.
Thanks to John Danis for all he did this past season as Chair of Trips and Tours. While a knee
injury kept him off the slopes this year, that did not deter John for making sure the rest of us had
the opportunity to enjoy a wide selection of trips. While vacationing in Florida this past winter,
John discovered an opportunity down there to spend some time next winter playing golf with
some old friends. Some of you already know that, in addition to skiing, golf is the other sport
John is passionate about. If his knee cooperates, John will be joining us on some ski trips next
year but he knew he could not do justice to the job of managing Trips and Tours because of his
Florida commitment.
Thanks to our 2016 Trip Leaders for your hard work planning and leading our many successful
trips. Our 2016 trip leaders were: Phil Meyer, Frank Evan, June Kelley, Jack Ganz, Melinda
Kellerstrass, Cliff Lewis, Robin Spooner, Tracy Blake, Joe Sullivan and Frank Bolon. We
also need to thank Frank Bolon for being our representative to the Cleveland Metropolitan Ski
Council.
[Editor’s Note: Our President, Beth, failed to mention her substantial contributions to several
bus trips and the western trip to Whistler. Re. the latter, read further in this newsletter for some
news about how Beth made some history at Whistler.]
Thanks to Mary Ellen Noss for coordinating our Eat-Around-Town dinners and to our many
members who served as hosts. Mary Ellen also chips in whenever she is needed and agreed to
chair the nominating committee for club officers as well as the elections committee. We also
should recognize Frank & Sue Evan for their hosting of the very successful March EAT at
Bodega in Cleveland Heights. Twenty-three of our members turned out for that dinner.
Thanks to Ed Noss for serving as greeter at our membership meetings and welcoming members
and guests with a smile as they signed in.
And, most of all, thanks to our wonderful members who have made Suburban Ski Club what it is
today. It is truly a pleasure to serve you. And you may be interested to know that despite the
declining membership in other ski clubs, our club has continued to grow each year. At the
March meeting, Cliff Lewis reported our membership currently stands at 252. It was not that
long ago that our membership rolls struggled to reach 100.
And, speaking of membership, I want to welcome these latest members to SSC: Brian Faust,
Kevin Krischer, and Jim Wright.
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Finally, I want to call your attention to a photo and a brief story later in this newsletter. At our
final meeting of the season on March 24th, SSC recognized the 90th birthday of club member,
Erich Bernkopf. Erich is a remarkable person in many ways not the least of which is that he
continues to ski with us as he enters his 10th decade. He is an inspiration to all of us and, as we
congratulate him, we want him to know how much we appreciate his presence and his quiet
dedication to the sport we all love. “Ad multos annos,” Erich.
Best wishes for a safe and happy summer.
Beth Silverman, President of SSC
president@suburbanskiclub.org

The Executive Board for 2016-2017
Voting Members:
President:
First Vice President:
Vice President for Data Management:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Member At Large:
Member At Large:
Past-President:

Beth Silverman
Donna Schultheiss
Cliff Lewis
Ann McBrian
Pat Lewis
Jack Ganz
Melinda Kellerstrass
Joe Sullivan

Non-Voting Members:
Chair of Social Committee:
EAT Coordinator:
CMSC Representative:

Judy Stowe
Mary Ellen Noss
Frank Bolon

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
What follows is another edition of our series recognizing the birthdays of SSC members. Don't
worry, we do not publish the year of your birth, just the month and day! Our data base of
birthdays is far from complete. Please remember to include your birthday on your membership
form. It is not necessary to give the year of your birth if you do not wish to do so, but we need
your day and month in order to recognize your birthday. Here are the April birthdays we have on
file:
Shirley Angelo (4/21), George Bakale (4/10), Jane Blake (4/26), Dick Castele (4/24), Bruce
Eckstein (4/18), Frank Evan (4/7), Marlise Fletter (4/8), Andrew Gross (4/24), Linda Hon
(4/17), Inge Koepper (4/11), Julie Polaniec (4/23), Colleen Sheridan (4/1), Suzanne Smola
(4/15), Patricia Snyder (4/13), Kathryn Westlake (4/26), Scott Willis (4/21) and Annette
Yamada (4/28)
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to you all.
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
April - May, 2016
 EAT: Tuesday, April 12, 6:00 PM: Wine Tasting at Shaker Wines; 20100 Van Aken
Blvd: Shaker Hts, OH 44122

 MEETING: Saturday, April 16: Executive Board Meeting




SOCIAL: Tuesday, May 17, 10:00 AM: Canopy Walk and Emergent Tower at Holden
Arboretum; Kirtland, OH
SKI SHOW: Saturday, May 12: Cleveland Ski Travel Show
EAT: Thursday, May 19, 6:00 PM: Salmon Dave's in Rocky River

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL
Tuesday, April 12, 6:00 PM: EAT at Shaker Wines
Jack and Sandy Ganz are our hosts at this very interesting EAT. Gene Veronesi, who made a
presentation on wine at our March 24th Membership Meeting, has invited us to his store to
sample some wines. Two examples each of four different varieties (cabernet, pinot noir,
chardonnay and sauvignon blanc) will be offered and some light entrees will be served. The store
is located at 20100 Van Aken Blvd, Shaker Heights, OH 44122. Phone numbe: (216) 283-6300.
The cost is $30 per person. You may make your reservation on line at SSC’s website
[www.suburbanskiclub.org] and pay with your credit card. Alternatively and for any questions
contact Jack Ganz: (216) 536-7299 or jackjbg@gmail.com

Thursday, May 19, 6:00 PM: EAT at Salmon Dave's
Cindy & Mark Bacon are taking us to Salmon Dave’s in Rocky River. The address is 19015
Old Lake Road; Rocky River, OH 44116. Their phone number is (440) 331-2739. It is located
in the Old River District of Rocky River and the menu is described as featuring a “fusion of
Pacific Rim Cuisine with All-American favorites.” You can check out their website for the menu
and directions at www.salmondaves.com
There is a Happy Hour from 3 – 7:00 PM. If you go to the website you can find a description of
the Happy Hour with its reduced-priced appetizers and cocktails. We plan to meet in the bar at
6:00 PM and be seated for dinner at 7:00 PM.
Cindy has arranged for us to have their private dining room. However, the seating there is
limited and Cindy needs to have a number for our party by May 10th in case we have too many
for that room and need to reserve space in the main dining room. Please Email Cindy at
cindykirmm@att.net or call her at (216) 409-6570.
There is some parking in back of the restaurant and other spaces on Old Detroit Road.
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Tuesday, May 17, 10:00 AM: Canopy Walk and Emergent Tower at Holden Arboretum

Canopy Walk and Emergent Tower
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

The Canopy Walk is a 500-foot
long elevated walkway built 65
feet high, which gives you a
unique perspective of the
forests.

The Kalberer Emergent Tower
will take you above the trees to
a height of 120 feet where on a
clear day you can see all the
way to Lake Erie!

The gardens and trails are also included in the admission. The rhododendrons and azaleas may be blooming.
There is a small eating area with salads, sandwiches and vending machines

Tickets: $9 for seniors and $14 for adults (Free if member of Holden or Cleveland Botanical
Garden)
To join us: E-mail Sue Evan sueevanoh@gmail.com or call her: 440/623-9153

For more information: holdenarb.org
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FROM THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE:
A SCHEDULE OF 2016 SOCIAL EVENTS
May:
Date: Tuesday, May 17
Canopy Walk and Emergent Tower at Holden Arboretum
10 AM gathering time
$9 for seniors; $14 for adults
Contact: Sue Evan
sueevanoh@gmail.com
440/623-9153

June:
Date: Sunday, June 5
Hike at Whipp’s Ledges
Contact: Cindy Bacon cindykirmm@att.net

216/409-6570

July:
Date: TBD (before RNC)
Music Box Supper Club (dinner & music)
Contact: Judy Stowe judystowe@gmail.com

440/250-9959

August:
Date: Saturday, August 20
Picnic/Concert at Blossom
Contact: Ann McBrian
mcbriana@gmail.com 330/618-8450

September:
Date: Saturday, September 17
Annual Clambake
Contact: Ed & Mary Ellen Noss lpdptra@gmail.com 330/569-3170

October:
Date: Saturday, Oct. 1
Towpath Bike Ride
Contact: Chris & Greg Orlowski orlogc@sbcglobal.net

216/749-4887

A WORD FROM OUR EAT COORDINATOR
In addition to what you have read above about the April wine tasting and the May EAT at
Salmon Dave’s, I can also tell you that George and Margie Bakale are hosting a June EAT at a
mystery location. It is a “mystery” because they are still pondering exactly where we will go.
We are hopeful it will no longer be a mystery when we go to press with the May newsletter. In
July, John Danis is taking us to the Gordon Square area for a dinner at Stone Mad.
There are other things being discussed but we are always on the lookout for new ideas and new
places. Please contact me with your suggestions and we can talk about it.
Mary Ellen Noss, EAT Coordinator: maryellen@suburbanskiclub.org
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ERICH BERNKOPF and HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY CAKE

SSC recognized Erich’s 90th birthday with a cake at the March 24th Membership Meeting. Erich
had a full schedule of skiing this past season and has no plans to retire from the slopes. He is
looking forward to our 2017 ski schedule and continues to be an inspiration to all of us who hope
to follow his example. HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, Erich.
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THE FINALE OF THE 2016 SKI SEASON
We close this issue of the April newsletter with several pages of photos. The pictures have been
randomly selected from our two major trips, the late February trip to Sunday River & Sugarloaf
in Maine and the early March excursion to Whistler in Canada. We also added one special photo
from a bus trip to Holimont. These photos attempt to capture the final ski trips of the 2016
season and to illustrate some wonderful moments shared by our skiers. At times, the snow
conditions were not perfect but, as usual, our hearty bands of skiers managed to enjoy
themselves and have a great time.
We need to thank our photographers for sharing their photos. Thank you Melinda Kellerstrass,
Jason Chao, John Hersch, Ann McBrian and Cliff Lewis for keeping our memories alive.
THE WHISTLER GROUP (March 6 – March 13, 2016)

On page one we promised that our President, Beth Silverman, had some news about her trip to
Whistler. Does this group photo help you to guess what that news is? It is rumored that one
evening the group made Beth’s rolling chair into a throne, draped her in royal robes, placed a
scepter in her hand and installed her as Queen for the week. In addition to Madame President,
Beth is now entitled to be addressed as “Your Majesty.”
Pictured above with their queen are (from left to right) in the front row: Melinda Kellerstrass,
Margie Bakale, Peg Holmes, the Queen on her throne, (behind the Queen) her royal consort and
husband, Tracy Blake, Sue Kohout and kneeling are Sue Muskovitz and Steve Izen. Those in
the rear (from left to right) are Mike Tuason, Lori Katona, Dolly & Frank Henning, in the hat
is ski instructor, Greg Chmielicki, Ann McBrian, Jason Chao, David Fisher, June Kelley,
Phil Meyer, Andy Volchko, Donna Stefano, Frank Bolon, Frank Evan partially hidden
behind Sue Evan, and behind and on either side of Tracy Blake are Sandy & Jerry Golinski,
Becky & Russ Marx, Jane Blake and Wendy & Scott Willis.
Page 8 of 15

A Whistler scene courtesy of Jason Chao

A six-pack of SSC's most beautiful skiers gets ready to tackle the challenging slopes of Whistler.
From left to right, Jane Blake, Sue Kohout, Peg Holmes, Ann McBrian, June Kelley and
Margie Bakale (This photo and the group shot on the previous page courtesy of Melinda
Kellerstrass)
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David Schuld,
missing from the
Whistler group photo,
was found by these
skiers. In fact, the
rumor is that David
bought the beer for
the ladies. That’s
David in the yellow
jacket and from the
left are Sue Kohout,
Donna Stefano and
Jane Blake. We are
guessing the extra
glass of beer in the
foreground belongs to
our photographer,
Melinda
Kellerstrasse.

Still looking like
newlyweds are Becky and
Russ Marx
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THE EASTERN TRIP GROUP (February 21 – February 27, 2016)

The Eastern Trip Group posed on the stairs of the Jordan Hotel at the Sunday River Resort in
Maine. Although this was a group “selfie,” credit to Cliff Lewis for setting up the photo.
Beginning at the top and proceeding down the stairs are: Brad Carleton, Jason Chao, Bob
Frick, Frank Bolon, Debora Duerk, Phil Meyer, Melinda Kellerstrass, Mary Ellen Noss,
Jim Hamilton, John Hersch, Erich Bernkopf, Kurt Bernkopf, Steve Ripich, Elaine Roth,
Vadim Bronshteyn, Chris Ujcich, Terrie Leske, Dona Kless, Jim Kless, June Kelley and Joe
Sullivan. Continuing down the next flight are Kevin Duden, Janet Duden, Michelle Gugick,
Sue Kohout, Suzanne Smola, Cliff Lewis, Pat Lewis, Mark Manthey, Ed Noss, Manny Fox,
Cathy Vento, Mark Leskovec, Ann McBrian and Almuth Riggs.
Many of the photos on the following pages come
from John Hersch pictured here apres ski in The
Widowmaker bar at Sugarloaf, Maine
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Ed & Mary Ellen Noss enjoy a
cocktail after a long day on the
slopes. Despite the label on his
glass, Ed, known as a
discriminating beer drinker, is
enjoying a special wheat beer.
Mary Ellen is concealing her
usual red wine behind the menu.

Terrie Leske, Sue Kohout and
Bob Frick gather at the
“chondola” to begin their day of
skiing at Sunday River. Does
everyone know what a
“chondola” is? Bob, by the
way, got the prize for coming
all the way from Detroit to ski
with SSC.

Erich Bernkopf and his son,
Kurt, examine the collection of
old skis at The Matterhorn
restaurant. Erich was hardpressed to find any skis older
than him.
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Jim & Dona Kless have their
wine at the ready as they get set
to enjoy one of the sumptuous
buffet dinners at Sunday
River’s Jordan Hotel.

At the wine and cheese
reception on Wednesday night
our group gathered for a
discussion about how to deal
with the next day’s forecast for
a very rainy day. Frank
Bolon, sporting the new
Sunday River hat just awarded
to him, proposed to lead the
group on an excursion to
Freeport, Maine and LL Bean.

And, indeed, the majority
opted to go to LL Bean and
Freepor.They had a great day
of shopping and sightseeing.
Note the “liquid snow” in this
photo.
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Ann McBrian took this photo of Pat Lewis and June Kelley at Sugarloaf with a celebrity
friend. Pat got to calling this picture “Moose on the Hill” and that prompted the creative and
musical mind of Cliff Lewis to channel his inner Paul McCartney and rewrite the words to one of
McCartney’s iconic songs. With apologies to Sir Paul, here are Cliff’s new lyrics. (Please feel
free to hum along as you read the words:
Day after day
About on the hill
The man in the foolish suit
Is posing perfectly for a still
But all of the children avoid him
They were warned against strangers in school
And he never gives an answer
But the moose on the hill
Sees the skiers going down
And the eyes in his head
Have pupils that spin around.
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No photo essay of our Eastern Trip would be complete
without the usual picture of Frank Bolon coming to the
breakfast buffet in his bathrobe. This year it appears
Frank outdid himself and arrived attired in an elegant
burgundy number that rivaled anything out of GQ. What
can Frank do next year to top this? Perhaps he can add
an Ascot and a pipe?

We close these photos with a nod to our bus trips and a
picture from a very special moment at Holimont on
President’s Day, February 15th. At the apres ski wine
and cheese reception, Beth Silverman, brought out a
birthday cake for her husband, Tracy Blake. Tracy
turned 60 and that event merited a special celebration.
In fact, you may notice Donna Stefano in the photo as
she points out that Tracy has reached his 7th decade.
We wish Tracy many more years of skiing with SSC
and hope to be with him on a ski trip in ten years so we
can celebrate the big 70 with him
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