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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

Dear Suburban Ski Club Members: 

 

We are definitely into our ski season!  Forty six SSC skiers just returned from 

our first western trip to Snowmass and they reported they had a great time even 

with marginal snow conditions.  You can find some photos of our Snowmass 

contingent on the final pages of this newsletter. 

 

We are grateful to Beth Silverman for all she did in setting things up and to 

Melinda Kellerstrass who lead the group to Colorado.  Melinda had a BIG job running the trip 

and Beth did a ton of back office work.  Many are not aware of what goes into one of these  trips 

but I know it takes a tremendous amount of time.  We so appreciate the many hours both Melinda  

and Beth spent  arranging and running  Snowmass. We thank them for their dedication to the Club.   

 

We have also had several day-bus trips in the month of January and we should thank the Trip 

Leaders, John Hersch for Peek n Peak, Melinda for the Holiday Valley ski and wine trip and 

Cliff Lewis for Seven Springs. 

 

As a Co-chair of the Trips and Tours Committee, Melinda has also been responsible for the bus 

trips portion of our 2018 skiing schedule.  So, in addition to thanking her for all she did on 

Snowmass, Melinda has put together a bus program not equaled by any other ski club and we are 

grateful to her for that as well. Please be sure to read her article later in this newsletter on what is 

still in store for us.  And if you have not yet made your reservations, get on that right away to make 

sure you save some money by taking advantage of the “Early Bird” pricing. All you need to know 

about our schedule, trip flyers etc. can be found on our website: www.suburbanskiclub.org  

 

Breaking News: As we go to press, I have just learned that the Tuesday, Feb. 6th, trip to Holiday 

Valley still has plenty of room and we are extending the Early Bird discount to the first ten who 

sign up. See page 6 of this newsletter and read Melinda’s article for details.  

 

The January Eat-Around-Town held at Rowley Inn February 23rd was a fun evening. Since it 

was located right across the street from Cleveland’s famous “Christmas Tree House,” the diners 

got to see it and admire the “leg lamp” in the front window.  Our next EAT on February 20th 

will be hosted by Melinda Kellerstrass at Olesia’s Place in North Royalton.  Look for more 

information in the calendar section of this newsletter. 

 

Our Eastern Trip to Killington in Vermont is quickly approaching and all signs point to a great 

trip. Our group of 35 skiers leaves on February 11th and will have five days skiing at  Killington, 

Pico and Okemo. 

 

http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
http://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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The Executive Board has revised the cancellation and refund rules for day trips.  You will 

find the revised portion of our Trips and Tours Policy on page 4.  Please be sure to read this. 

Our second Western Trip to Panorama in Canada is getting into full swing.  Trip Leaders, Cindy 

and Mark Bacon, have everything organized and the trip will head out March 11th.   

 

Our next membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 8th. At this meeting, we will 

nominate officers for the coming year and elections will be held at the following meeting on March 

8th.  I have asked Mary Ellen Noss to again chair the Nominating Committee.  You can contact 

Mary Ellen or the other two members of the Nominating Committee (Tracy Blake and Joe 

Sullivan) to submit nominations.  Details about all that can be found on page 5.  

 

Also at the February meeting, Cindy Bacon has arranged for a presentation from the “Lost 

Cleveland” programs.  Cleveland does have a very colorful history and we will soon learn about 

some of it at what will be a very interesting presentation.  See details in the calendar section. 

 

Please welcome our newest members: Rick Oyen, Holly & Casey Kaskey. Jerrod Vastag and 

Patrick Sankovic.  Hope to see you at the February meeting, our social events and on our ski trips. 

 

Becky Marx, President of SSC  

president@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

Happy Birthday to the following members born in February. Our 

database of birthdays is far from complete. Please remember to enter your 

birthday when you renew your membership so we can include you in our 

birthday wishes. We only need the month and the day: 

 

Kurt Bernkopf (2/21), Tracy Blake (2/16), Brad 

Carleton (2/21), Judy Ernest (2/14), Susan Evan (2/8), 

Jennie Haldi (2/16), Bill House (2/21), Melinda 

Kellerstrass (2/7), Bob Klass (2/13), Cliff Lewis (2/15), Joe Mersnik 

(2/16), Susan Nesbit (2/23), Beth Silverman (2/16), Charlie Tardivo 

(2/16), Andrew Volchko (2/24), and John Yingling (??) 

 

Editor’s Note:  Did you notice the husband & wife duo of Tracy Blake and Beth Silverman 

share the same birthday? And John Yingling only gave us his month and not the day.  Let’s 

wish  John a Happy Birthday every day in February. 

 

 

mailto:president@suburbanskiclub.org


 Page 3 of 13 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

February – March, 2018 

• SKI TRIP: Tuesday, February 6: HOLIDAY VALLEY 

• MEETING: Thursday, February 8:  MEMBERSHIP MEETING – Nominating Meeting 

for Club Officers 

• SKI TRIP: February 11-17: KILLINGTON, VT (PICO & OKEMO) 

• SOCIAL: February 20, 6:00 PM:  EAT at Olesia’s Place 

• SKI TRIP:  Thursday-Friday, February 22-23: Two Day to HOLIDAY VALLEY & 

BRISTOL  

• SKI TRIP: Wednesday, February 28: HOLIMONT 

• MEETING: Thursday, March 8: MEMBERSHIP MEETING – Election Meeting for 

Club Officers 

• SKI TRIP: Friday, March 9: SKIER APRECIATION DAY at HV – Dinner in Town 

• SKI TRIP:  March 11 – 18: PANORAMA, CANADA 

• SOCIAL:  Tuesday, March 20, 5:30 PM:  EAT at Pastina Rustic Italian Restaurant  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN MORE DETAIL 
 

Thursday, February 8,  2018, 7:00 PM: Membership Meeting  

The meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the party room at the Holiday Inn; 780 Beta Drive, Mayfield 

Village 44143, (440) 461-9200. Beta Drive is only one intersection east of the exit for Wilson 

Mills Road on I-271. Turn NORTH off Wilson Mills Road at the traffic light on to Beta Drive. 

You will see a sign for the Holiday Inn as you make the turn. As usual we will be assembling at 

5:15 PM for cocktails, food and socializing. If dinner is more than you want, order an appetizer, a 

salad or even pizza. You will find us at the back of Alfredo’s. 

 

This is our Nomination Meeting for SSC Officers. In addition, Cindy Bacon, our very talented 

Vice President and impresario for our membership meeting programs, has found another 

interesting presentation for us. The program chosen is called “They Came From Cleveland.”  It is 

an is interactive presentation with photos and music clips. It gets people engaged and promises to 

be a lot of fun.  

 
Our presenter will be Dennis R. Sutcliffe. For over eight years this retired executive, local 

historian, wit and master storyteller has been rekindling forgotten Cleveland memories. Dennis 

has several programs. You see what he does from his website:  www.lostcleveland.com  

 

 

Tuesday, February 20, 6:00 PM:  EAT at Olesia’s Place  

Melinda Kellerstrass is our host for this unique dining experience where we will try something 

different than our usual fare.  Olesia’s specialty is Ukrainian food but they also serve a few 

American dishes for those less adventurous folks. Tuesday is all day Happy Hour and we will be 

assembling at 6:00 PM to take advantage of that and then be seated for dinner at 7:00 PM.  They 

will accommodate individual checks for our group. 

 

http://www.lostcleveland.com/
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Here is a description from their website of what inspires the restaurant: 

As a Ukrainian native, Olesia's passion for cooking stemmed from the finest cook in their home 

village, her grandmother and her amazing use of fresh ingredients grown right at her own home 

in the Ukraine. Growing up on a farm, Olesia appreciated the benefits of using only fresh meats 

and produce by raising their own animals and growing their own fruits and vegetables. All of these 

traits have been brought to Olesia's Place where fresh food meets inspired Ukrainian cooking. 

 

Olesia’s Place is located at 11204 Royalton Road (Rt. 82), North Royalton,  OH  44133.  Phone 

number is (440) 877-9054.  Check out their menu at www.olesiasplace.com. Contact Melinda  

by Saturday,  Feb 10th  to reserve your spot:    melinda@suburbanskiclub.org or 440-237-9849 

 
Thursday, March 8,  2018, 7:00 PM: Membership Meeting  

The meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the party room at the Holiday Inn; 780 Beta Drive, Mayfield 

Village 44143, (440) 461-9200. Beta Drive is only one intersection east of the exit for Wilson 

Mills Road on I-271. Turn NORTH off Wilson Mills Road at the traffic light on to Beta Drive. 

You will see a sign for the Holiday Inn as you make the turn. As usual we will be assembling at 

5:15 PM for cocktails, food and socializing. If dinner is more than you want, order an appetizer, a 

salad or even pizza. You will find us at the back of Alfredo’s. 

 

This is the Election Meeting for SSC Officers. If you can’t be at the meeting, you can still 

participate in the voting.  In March you will be receiving information about how to cast an absentee 

ballot. 

 
Tuesday, March 20, 5:30 PM: EAT at Pastina Rustic Italian Restaurant  

Pastina is located at 9354 Mentor Ave, Mentor, OH  44060.  Phone:  (440) 255-3117. They feature 

local ingredients and all bread, pasta, ravioli, meatballs, sausage, salad dressings and desserts are 

made on site. They have a Happy Hour from 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM on their front patio.  We are 

encouraging everyone to gather at 5:30 PM,  a half hour earlier than our usual time, to take 

advantage of the Happy Hour and socialize a bit before we sit down for dinner at 7:00 PM. They 

will do separate checks for us. Pastina’s website:  www.pastinarusticitalian.com, Reservations 

should be made with Mary Ellen before March 13th. Contact her by Phone: (330) 569-3170 or 

Email:  maryellen@suburbanskiclub.org  

 

The Executive Board of Suburban Ski Club has revised  the Trip Policy Statement 

regarding cancellations and refunds for one day bus trips.  Here is the new text: 

 

One-Day Trips:  Individuals cancelling a one-day trip more than 7 days before the date of the 

trip shall be subject to a minimum service charge of $5, whatever the reason or timing of the 

cancellation.  Individuals not showing up for a trip on time or cancelling a one-day trip 7 days 

or less before a trip occurs, shall receive a refund limited to what they paid for a lift ticket, 

equipment rental, or lesson. 

Suburban Ski Club enters into transportation contracts for one-day trips based on the number of 

participants who have made reservations and prepaid for their trips.  Suburban Ski Club may, in 

its sole discretion and with the approval of the Executive Board, provide a greater refund of an 

unused reservation fee in extenuating circumstances.  Apart from such a determination, trip 

participants shall not receive an additional refund. 

 

The complete Trip Policy Statement can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/sscterms 

 

 

 

 

http://www.olesiasplace.com/
mailto:melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
tel:(440)%20237-9849
http://www.pastinarusticitalian.com/
tel:(330)%20569-3170
mailto:maryellen@suburbanskiclub.org
https://tinyurl.com/sscterms
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NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF CLUB OFFICERS 
 

As you read earlier in the President’s Message, at the February 8th Membership Meeting we will 

be conducting nominations for club officers for next year.  At the March 8th meeting, we will vote 

on the nominees. We will follow the protocol for nominations and voting that we have used for 

many years.  Here is how it will work:  

 

Becky Marx, our President, has appointed a Nominating Committee of three SSC members.  The 

Chair is Mary Ellen Noss and the other two members are Tracy Blake and Joe Sullivan.  You 

can submit your nominations to any of those three members before the Feb. 8th Nominating 

Meeting.  See below for how to do that. 

 

The committee will prepare a slate of nominees which they will present at the Nominating Meeting.  

Those at the meeting will be invited to add further nominations to the slate.  After all nominations 

have been made, a motion will be made to close nominations. The nominees will be announced in 

the March newsletter.  In addition, there will be a special Email to all members in which the list of 

nominees is presented.  This Email will also be an absentee ballot and members who cannot be at 

the March 8th Election Meeting will be encouraged to Email back their absentee ballot. 

 

There are eight officers to be elected:  President, Vice President, Vice President for Data 

Management, Secretary, Treasurer and three At Large Members.  You may submit your 

nominations to any one of the three members of the Nominating Committee via Email.  If 

necessary, you may call the committee chair, Mary Ellen Noss, to discuss your nomination:  

 

Mary Ellen Noss:  maryellen@suburbanskiclub.org or Phone: (330) 569-3170 

Tracy Blake:         tracy@suburbanskiclub.org 

Joe Sullivan:         joe@suburbanskiclub.org 

 

 

 

THE 2018 BUS TRIPS 

 

Calling all Skiers and Boarders -Time to Hit the Slopes! 
January was a great month for skiing and many of us 

took advantage of the snow.  Don’t miss out on the 

fun. Sign up for the February trips now. We Ski 

Every Week…and then some! This month we will 

be traveling to Holiday Valley and Holimont.  Also 

make sure to join Jack Ganz on his two day trip to 

Holiday Valley and Bristol. Register now on line at 

https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/ or download the 

form and mail it to Ann McBrian,  

 

Reminder: we have a new bus trip registration 

policy. This year you will receive an “Early Bird 

Discount” if you register 10 days prior to the trip. 

Make sure you look at the calendar and sign up early so you don’t miss out on the discount. I also 

want to encourage you to consult the resort websites before making a determination about snow 

conditions.  Many times we are gray and green here in Cleveland but the conditions are very good 

at the resort. Don’t miss out on some great skiing just because there is no snow out your window. 

mailto:maryellen@suburbanskiclub.org
tel:(330)%20569-3170
mailto:tracy@suburbanskiclub.org
mailto:joe@suburbanskiclub.org
https://www.suburbanskiclub.org/
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FEBRUARY TRIPS 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 6: Bus Trip to Holiday Valley:  Our trip leader will be June Kelley. She promises 

to treat all to her famous chocolate chip cookies!   

 

News Flash: We have just learned that there is still a plenty of room on this trip and we want to 

fill those seats.  So, even though the early bird registration was supposed to end on  Jan. 27th,  we 

are extending that discount to the next ten people who sign up.  Act quickly and reserve your place 

at this discounted price. Skiing conditions at HV are forecasted to be terrific. 

  

Thursday and Friday, Feb 22-23:  Jack Ganz’s Two Day Trip to Holiday Valley and Bristol: 

Don’t miss out on this special trip. Make sure to sign up now so we can secure your lodging. This 

trip is for skiers of all levels. Bristol has over 1000 ft of vertical and everyone should experience 

it at least once. After a day of skiing Holiday Valley we will board the bus for a short ride to the 

Inn on the Lake in Canandaigua.  There will be time for cocktails and socializing or hitting the hot 

tub before our group dinner at the Inn.  Friday, after a hot breakfast, we ski Bristol Mountain. 

Don’t forget to try the Rocket and experience the 1200 ft vertical or cruise the two green miles of 

the more sedate Halley’s Run.  Bristol has something for everyone to enjoy.  The cost of the trip 

is $279 and includes transportation, lodging, lift tickets for both resorts, dinner on Thursday and 

breakfast on Friday.  Register on line or download the form and mail it to Ann McBrian.  

Questions? Contact Jack at 216-536-7299  or jackjbg@gmail.com.   This trip is starting to fill up 

so get your registration in now! 

 

Wednesday, Feb 28: Bus Trip to Holimont: Larry Grewe will be the trip leader. If you know 

Larry, you know he will keep you entertained.  Early bird registration for this trip ends Feb 18. 

 

A look ahead: 

Friday, March 9: Skier Appreciation Trip to Holiday Valley with dinner in Ellicottville on 

your own. This trip sells for a special price of $74 for anyone who has been on a 2018 SSC trip 

this season. 

   

Don’t let the                       leave without you!!  Sign up NOW! 
 

Melinda Kellerstrass 

melinda@suburbanskiclub.org    

 

 

 

  

mailto:jackjbg@gmail.com
mailto:melinda@suburbanskiclub.org
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SNOWMASS 2018 

 

A PHOTO ESSAY 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Every good ski trip has a time for socializing and this was true at Snowmass. Sixteen of SSC’s 

finest skiers had an al fresco lunch at Buttermilk.  From left to right in the back left quartet are 

Mike Tuason, Lori Katona, Patty Costigan and Ralph Dixon; in front left are Donna Stefano, 

Sherry Clifton, Michele Boim and Mike Burley; in back right are Frank Bolon, Lynn Miller, 

Carol Vandenberg and Bill Anstine; in front right are Cliff Lewis, Pat Lewis, Ann McBrian 

and June Kelley. 

 

 

 

  



 Page 8 of 13 

 
The skiers in this condo had a pajama party.  It was also rumored that also had a glass or three of 

wine.  From left to right in this selfie are Pat Lewis, Frank Bolon, Almuth Riggs, Ron 

Frederick, Melinda Kellerstrass and Cliff Lewis. 

 

 
Do we need to explain???  OK, that masked man in the green jacket is Cliff Lewis, SSC’s Vice 

President for Data Management, Webmaster, Membership Directory Editor, Official 

Photographer for SSC events, Former Club President, etc.  Obviously, his fame has spread well 

beyond Cleveland. 
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Up on the mountain we found (from left) Patty Costigan (with two good arms!), Frank Bolon, 

Lynn Miller and Sherry Clifton. 

 

 

 
On another part of the mountain (from left) are Pat Lewis, Ann McBrian, June Kelley, Mike 

Burley and Michele Boim. 
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Trip Leader, Melinda Kellerstrass 

with Jim Reed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich and Joyce Lowe pose for the 

ultimate selfie close-up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Cliff Lewis calling everyone to 

dinner or is he auditioning for 

“The Gong Show”? 
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Sue Kohout & Donna Stefano take a break. 

Sue offers an imploring toast to the snow gods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Friedberg and Debbie Axelrod 
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The Klass boys: Son, Matt &  Father, Bob   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robin Spooner leans into the photo as 

Melinda Kellerstrass and Donna Stefano 

announce they have survived the bumps. 
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A tired but happy crowd of SSC skiers pose for a group photo in front of the banner celebrating 

the 50th anniversary of Snowmass 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, back 

at the, 

ranch…..four 

SSC skiers, who 

were left behind, 

ventured out to 

the slopes of 

Peek n Peak for a 

chilly but sunny 

day of skiing on 

some great snow. 

From the left are 

John Hersch, Ed 

Noss, Jack Ganz 

and Joe Sullivan 

 

 


